[Radiotherapy for elderly patients].
Radiotherapy is of particular benefit to elderly patients as alternative surgery, and it is widely used with curative and palliative intent. Patients aged 75 and older accounted for 5-10% of all cases, and half of them had some complications. Radical radiotherapy was performed in 63-73% of the elderly patients and 88-100% were able to complete the planned course. Several authors reported that the elderly patients adequately staged, can tolerate radical radiotherapy and have survival comparable to that of younger patients. But careful management is needed.